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I am humbled and honored by the privilege to serve as Skipper of the LCS

ing. These are the same great people that ran the Association so well the pa
(in some cases yearsilso, | am very happy to have John Hughes as Executiv
Officer. | know this Board of Directors will work hard in solving the problem o}
finding and placing the LCS 102 in a good location. Also, we will be working g
obtaining long term financial sources and a permanent home for the ship.

W,

Some of you probably see my name and associate it with my collection of dug
reunion fees.Yes, | did that for a number of years, but | promise that | will not
doing it this year.However, | cannot promise that Dennis Steenbergen, our S¢
tary wonodét send you a |l etter if yo

If you missed the Philadelphia reunion, you missed a good\&teehad a very in-
teresting trip to the Amish countrylhe tour guide was exceptionally knowledgs
able and made the trip a great experienideen the Memorial Service and tour
through the Battleship USS New Jersey was fanta$tie people working on the
New Jersey have got that ship in great shafde.owe a great deal of gratitude to
Ginny Rooney for making the arrangements for our reunidre good news is tha
she agreed to continue for the next reuniSpeaking of the next reunion, | urge
of you to mark your calendar tentatively reserving the later part of August
2010. The contract has not been signed yet, but it is expected to be soon.

| wish all of you a very Happy Holiday SeasdpPlease be careful, keep healthy
so that we can be together at the next reunianthe lucky ones that are going o
the cruise, | will see you January 31.

Bob Augustad

ciation. Thanks to all the officers and appointees that agreed to continue sery}
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FROM THE SECRETARY
11/11/09
Welcome new members

Jessie B. NuzzoéWi dow of Hubert
Il rma J. WhyerséW dow of Roger W.

Nuzzo
Whyer

Douglas A. PackéGrandson of Oscar Brag

James R. BraggéSon of Oscar Bra
Gary W. BarneyéSon of Tom J. B a
Diane WieferichéDaughter of Bob
Brian Cowell éSon of Bob Cowel |

Dr . Bill McClell anéSon of Roy McClell g
of Roy

Sherri Mc Cl el l anéDaughter in | aw
Gi nger Mc Cl el -indaw éf Ray MgCtetlar, LCS 124

David A. Mc Cl el l anéSon of Roy McClell a

gg, LC

rney,
Cowel |
, LCS

Jeanie Hol stonéDaughter of Roy McClell

Linda GineséDaughter of Bob Dal
Lisa ValentineébDaughter of Frank
Jef f Hi ntzéSon of James Hint z,
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Farewell ,old shipmates |, restin peace

Hubert L. Nuzzo, LCS 70
Roger W. Whyers, LCS 85
Lawrence S. Katz, LCS 61
Hulbert Frazier, LCS 60
Roy M. Wierstad, LCS 94
William D. Wiener, LCS 2
Michael Szabo, LCS 91
Thomas J. McLernon, LCS 49

Joseph Wiskotoni,LCS 32 * Former Treasurer

t on,
Val en
LCS
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@ON G, Ginny Rooney has done a
& )

SAPNY reunion.

%ﬁi: Gi | Nadeau moved to acce
K7, sl . ) - |
v 7944-06 N publishedn the newsletterJohn Rooneyrﬁthe motion.Motion

to accept was approved.

National Association of )
U.S.S.LCS(I)113O M. Treasurer6s Report

wo nd

pt t

Treasurer, Olin Hammer highlighted his report which was

General membership meeting minutes  panded out to all those in attendanet reminded all

October 02, 2009 @ 9:00 a.m. those present that the report was for calendar year Japuary

1, 2008 and ending December 31, 20T8is report was

|. Call to order approved by our Board of Directors at their meeting on

Skipper Bob Cowell called the meeting to order with 505eptember 30. 2009.
members and Associate Members in attendarioe. ’
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Skipper CowX[D Bob

Th I heet secti fth t highlight
Augustad offered prayer. e balance sheet section of the report highlighted be

documents figures as of September 1, 2009.

l.Secretaryos report and Regadiygpgy of the 2008 Mind
Secretary Steenbergen made announcements the Secretar-

ies report from last year had been published on line and he€ash and Bank Accounts

would paraphrased the report submitted by former Secre-

tary John Rooney. General Checking 6,463

Historian Rob Reilly has finished writing his book

AKami kazeds, Corsairs, andoe®RFRG: sH9%s, okinawa
1 9 4 Hkee book is available for purchase through Rob Retrieval Fund 9,334

Reilly.

George Fiske former radioman from the LCS 64, has of- Total 60,772
fered us a | ot of ACollinsd radio equipment, ori
to go in the radio shack on the 102. Other Assets

Secretary Steenbergen reported on the status of the Asso- Prepaid Liability Insurance 3.507
ciations membershipPer Johnés 2008 r epopr ? Boyar d mem-"
bers meetingédmemberships w8hepfddewBtone?200i0echt om
798 in 2007 to 730 in 2008Associate members were

down to 194, down from 209 in 200Regular members

are now 529, down from 584 in 200Total attending the Total Assets 65,299
reunion in 2008, was 222007 attendance was

175. New members joining in 2008 was 23007 new
memberswere 442 006 new member s wldapildies119¢é. o

Total 4,527
Liabilities and Equity 7 USD

Demographics:36 members are from the Eastern section Outstanding Donation 200
of the country attending in 2008, with 305 total members; B
36 members attending from the Central section of the ~ Deferred Due$ 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013
country, with 303 members totallhere were 115 mem- 3520
bers in the Western sector, with 23 attending the 2008 ’
reunion. Total members, both regular and associate, at the Qutstanding check #1323 159
2008 reunion was 95.

Total Liabilities 3,879
Navsource is still accepting photoSld ship photos
should go to Rob Rielly.

The 102 is still being renovated thanks to the efforts of o .
Bi | | Mason and his fABoyz Und g’oIIaIL{aWhgesiqu%qutg vol u nﬁ?’%g

Equity 61,420
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Olin emphasized that income is steadily going down and éxf{illed with gear that was obtained from the reserve

pensesareconstarilai nl'y due t o t h efleét.albetmagatinesand handlinglrdab@have been clepned

docking fees are $1200 per monthe then went on to ex- out and painted. The topside portion of the ship has been
plain what each page of his report meant to the Associa- painted with red oxide paint to help in rust prevention.
tion. Olin also explained that if income and spending stay

the way it is today, then Evefyontibwoaderinyaduttiie future €f th&103 ¢ aip 3t
wi I I run o Olinthenfwventon to eegssure the synopsis does sound dismal but there is a light at the engl of

members that the Board of Directors is working on ways tthe tunnel.One has to be optimistic when it comes to the

resolve the problem that he addressed. future of the 102.The future has been affected by two condi-

tions.

Gi l Nadeau made a motioné Ato accept the Treasureros

port a slohmHughds@econded the motion and Skip- 1. The minimum age of our LCSers is 83 years tltk
per Cowell called for a voice vote and the motion was carare not getting any younger.
ried by unanimous voice vote.

-

2. The accusation of the 102 has expected expense
IV. Nominations Committee report $18,000 a year.

Nominating Committee Chairman, Gil Nadeau reported thate have not spent one dime on maintenance from the Asso-

the Association had three positions that are oféw posi- ciation funds.We candt ¢ h an @ wecane

tions of Secretary, Treasurer, and Executive Officer are oppgiiease our membership by enlisting our children and gfand

for nominations.Gil then advised that two people that are children into the AssociationNot only to keep up the contit
now filling the jobs of Secretary and Treasurer have agreelity but also to raise additional revendef t hi s |d
to stay on in their positions. Dennis Steenbergen as Secrgfark then we might disband the Associatidile have taken
and Olin Hammer as Treasurérhe other open position is steps to insure that this does not happathat would hap-

that of Executive OfficerGil stated that he found one indi-pen to the 1027The board approved the establishment of|a

vidual that agreed to run for the open position of Executiveeparate nonprofit corporatiott.would be a 501¢.3 and
Officer and introduced John Hughes from the USS LCS (1501.c19 for the following purposes:
100.

1. To provide for a museum to preserve records, artifact
Gil then asked if anyone had questions about the nominaand mementos of the officers and mas well as each of th
tions. Gil then called for voice vote to have Dennisand Onh i ps known as fAThe Might
stay on in their respective positions and to elect John as Ex-

w

< D

ecutive Officer.The voice vote was unanimous. 2. To provide a monument to preserve and perpetuate the
memories of the officers and men wiserved so bravely and
V. 102 Report valiantly on the Landing Craft Support Ship.

0 €

Committee Chairman Bill Mason reported that restorationThe one advantage of having this new 501c.3, establishes a
and refitting of the 102 is continuing/olunteers go to the permanent management structure for a museum and memo-

ship about 3 days a week to work on the siippthe living . .
compartments have been restored to original characteris-”‘"‘_I after all t-he LCSers are deceang will be able to re
tics. We now have lockers, bunk bottoms, mattresses, mat€ive matching funds from companiegight now we cannot
tress covers (fart sacks), sheets, pillows, and blan- receive funds directly without a 501c.8/e are a 501c.19

kets. Plumbing for hot and cold water has been restored which means we have to go to other organizations to raige

throughout the shipElectricity from shore is now opera-  fnds, It continues our tax exempt status. addition it
tional. We now have a propane stove and grill which will [\)ﬁould give us the opportunity to establish arage-

operational within the coming weeRadio equipment is on _
board but has not been connect@in e s hi pos §EMPErship program forthe museum and memoviée. are

operational,The ot her has nSame gbes ferdevelopirg pregiams teat will generate reveriiée have

the main enginesOne engine is operational and one needseijuest in a change of status of the 102 from the State De-

be checked outSteering equipment and cables are all opesgrtment for a mobile museum instead of a stationary my-
tional. Two showers are now workingVe have a uri-

nal. The trough will be delivered this weelll LCS guys fs ho is f he B Id id
know what that meansThe officers, enlisted heads, and théetary.o tate, who is _ fom the Bay araale cou prgw €
galley now have new tile on the deck. The boatswain lock&urs in the San Francisco Bay ar&fle are also working o

—
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seum. We are waiting for final approval from the Under Sec-



providing sleepovers for Sea Scoukdany of you have ex- web site.

pressed interest in having a name tag placed on the

ship. This is a possibility.We can acquire company spon- John also made a plea for all to get their children and gr3
sorshipsWe dondét have a shi po6 shiddninterestedih thet ABseciatoReettsnRsrit is impor-
time. This would also help generate reventeovide ac-  tant because it is not just because of his father but becal
commodations for organizations to have meetinly®re is a piece of history and it needs to be preserved.
importantly we will be seeking funds from foundations, or-

ganizations, companies and individualgp to this point we v/||. Future Reunions

havendédt done anything to raise money because we ha

busy. It takes time to write these grants and thindée are  Gjnny Rooney stated that Ray Casey of the Military Reu
going to gear that up immediately. Planners fAl oves uGinnyekplkiaedh
that Ray could not be with us because he is running ano
Vallejo is not the ideal place for the shipthink we all agreereunion in Norfolk, VA and was having problems down th
to that. It is necessary for the ship to be docked there untifad could not be withud. n our 23 year
more desirable location can become available. | have mag@en everywhereGinny asked the board members if futu

inquiries in to San Francisco, Sausalito, San Diego, Portlaagdnion sites were discussefihe board members mention
and Sacramentolhese are just inquiries and we will be  that Chicago was brought up.

searching in more depth to see if they would be interested in

adopting the ship. The City of Vallejo has declared bank- Ray Casey arrived at the meeting and stated that a reun

ruptcy. The Lennar Corp. who owns the dock that we pay ity picked must be easy to get to, affordable, with some
$1200 per month dock fees, they are also bankrTipé. interestingtodoPi ck a city that i

Mare Island Historical Foundation, who we were originally h ¢  me mbReopk Ktill lixedto drive so he thinks we

going to turn the ship over to when she got back home,wag,oy|d choose a city that is close to the populace of the
under Grand Jury investigatiokunder these situations we pers The cities should have an air fair that is reasonable
cannot recommend to the board that we turn the ship ovep{ 1og expensivelLook for hotels that offer shuttle service

the Mare Island Historical Foundation. In the mean time thg,q free parkingRay came up with three cities that woulg
Association will maintain ownershipVe have a multimil- ¢+ or needs and we should consider.

lion dollar asset, the 10Z'he expenses we have are really
minimal. | think there is a light at the end of the tunnel and 1. Byffalo, NY
with your support; | know that we can succeed.

2. St. Louis, MO
Bill ended his report with a plea to all to please encourage

their children to become involved with the Association. 3. Nashville, TN

Bill was promptly thanked for all the time that he has put iR@y presented each city in a favorable ligHe presented
the 102 project and a fine report. them in detail with what things to do at each place and e
of travel and price He also told us not to consider Chicag
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VLWeb masteros report for would be hard for older members to get around becadise

all the venues involved a lot of walking.

John Wisner6s current project is to scan pictures
ions that he has borrowed from Gil Nade#le is inthe ~ Gil Nadeau made a motion to adjourn the meeting and §
process of completing thaHe hopes that everyone has a retary Steenbergen seconded the motibhe motion was
chance to look at the web site and explained that the webasigoved by a voice vote and the meeting was adjourne
has pointers to other interesting web sites and palggs1 ~ 10:02 a.m.

asked that electronic pictures be sent to him so that he might

place them on the web sit&end old pictures from WWII to Respectively submitted §ecretary, Dennis A. Steenber-
Rob Reilly and emphasize that John is not the archivist. gen

Make sure that if you send him a picture that you identify

who is in the pictureJohn would also like help in identify- Anchors Aweigh- Music written by Bandmaster Lieut. Zin

ing the peopleds pictures mporhant InfobeLie. Zimheinfan Wa¥ dppréachéd by

on the web site. .If you dp .Sme't a'plcture make sure youl\lfﬁbshipman First Class Alfred Hart Miles with a request 1
John know who is submitting the picture so that you can re- . _
new mar ch. Ai. .. music t

ceive the proper credit for the pictur8ince he has been pu?— _ _
ting more pictures on the site he has had more hitsonth@d o pul ar t o this day with
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PHABULOUS PHALL IN PHILLY country of ours was formedlhis gentleman is a local ico

and appears in Center City Philadelphia for all festive o(

Whet her youdre a Phil adel gdad e hdsaidolappEare®dn th@ Hidtofy TRafnR! larf
soon get used to seeing just about every word that begirﬁiscovery ChannelNot part of our program but accompa
with the Il etter AFdAndfonthose jyjhgdiBerfuths thellablywhd pBrEaysBBtSy Réss in the
of us who were here, it was a great reunibiotelwise, City. She, too, was authentically attireN.o w , her
weatheswise and newsvise. fun parti last year, Ben and Betsy got married, on Jifly

Our hotel was the Doubletree Philadelphia West in Ply- 2008. Really. The man who portrays Ben and the lady v
mouth Meeting, PA.Our kind of hotel, with meeting room$ortrays Betsy got married in real liféalf the city at-

all in the same general vicinity, breakfast included and lotgnded. What a reception that made!

of lobby sitting possibilitiesAnd for those of us with Thursday morning we were off to the Amish Countiphn
strong stomachs, 3 glass elevators, so we could see ourgnq | |ived out there for the first five years we were mar-

friends waiting for us before we even arrived in the ried. | learned more from our guide in those 3 % hours t
lobby. Ong small apO'QQY about the dogées, t'here Were | did the whole five years we lived ther@/e toured a rep-
2 conventions of dogs in the hotel the same time we  |ica of a typical Amish housi how the different ages of th
were: The American Norwich Terrier Club and the Scottigh, i | dr en and adults dict a

Terrier Society.l was told they ha¢aa8 Bpgabharka chbmeddsfebs n

han

e
ted
0 me

theircontractNe ed | ess t o s ayhoseoft yefbimdde fort all tRddd plopl¥iR seating, transportatiof and

us who are dog Mostoefthenswere ved/Rof they B wdld-be fed following the servicEhen it
well behaved.The nordog people in our group, as well agyas off to a real working Amish farm where all the famil
other hotel guests, were somewhat annoyed. ¢ a n 0 t etBe¥s cdnthbRitE to its upkeeflso on this farm near
Iblamethem.l 6 m a dog person, bdmaR houst is & dhallrbuildng were thatiayy s
morning, it was bit muchDog person or not, | felt sorry fogenirs could be purchase@here were books on the histo
the people physically affected, such as by allergheed for of the Amish on down to small, almost hatréfted books
this we humbly apologizeWe were captive, so to speak, 3 jittle children. But the quilts were what captured mos
were the large wedding reception attendees on Saturdayne attentiori even from the men in our groupVe had

night. But we all survived and made the best of it. learned that a good quality hanade quilt (no machine

Wednesday morning was the opening of the Registra?@ﬁhing at all) has at least 12 stitches to the insfith the
table. For me personally this is the best part of the whioddp of Carol Hammer, | now have a beautiful table runr

reunion. Everybody comes to the Registration table whighmy dining room table that coordinates very well with

means | ots of hugs from K Gv8theWFeadBdhacetd Bdlocatioh GHere We

year. With the assistance of Bonnie Steenbergen and Con- : L .

. ) picked up our guide for a presentation in a Hé atmos-
nie Hampton, things progressed flawlessiWednesday
morning also means the Board MeetirRjease refertoth® N€r e that told t hose of
Minutes of the Board Meeting elsewhere in thisissetiee t 0 be a young Amish perso
hours may seem like a long time for our Board membenwded. They are allowed to participate in activities of the
be cloistered but they all care very deeply about the Agg:Amish until a certain age, when they must decide if

C|at|on_and want to see the very best for its memberihB& want to stay witr} the chéjrch or Iegvelftth%y decide

making sure that every il -0 I 'S do t? an e e_r}/

crossed. to leave, they are never allowed to come back, either to
families or to the churchThis is called shunning30% or

Wednesday evening was our Welcome Dinner, completenore decide to remainThe whole day was an education

with Philly cheesesteaks and TastyKakes, our local swed@ say the leastBy this time it was getting on to 2 pm and |

snacks that come in more varieties than | can remem- faintly recall the rumble of stomachs as we proceeded t
ber. Then it was time for our special guésBen Franklin lunch locatiori Shady Maple.lt is a smorgasbord to end
himself. He arrived authentically dressed and spoke to ugll smorgasbordsl t 6s a good thing
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not only about Philadelphia, but on how this wonderful @ half. They would have had to carry us out of there.




We all waddled our way to the bus as it was! ecutive Officer Bob Augustad filled in at the last moment

Mercifully, Thursday evening was fréefor recuperating, | Skipper Bob Cowell called for the presentation of the colors
think. and the color guard snapptd The band executed the Na}

tional Anthem in fine form and the ceremony had be-
Friday was the Memorial Servicét started out cloudy and gun. Our widows present this year were Shirley Buffa and
cool, necessitating my fingers to be crossed the whole wainne Kushner.Along with our appreciation for their dedicp-
across the Delaware RiveAs we approached the USS Newon to their late husbands goes our love for their service|to
Jersey, there was an inkling of a glare overhédtere were the associationAs Secretary Dennis Steenbergen read the
a few moments of sunshine that even hinted at being a wagmes of those members lost since last year, now known as
day. But it was October and Mother Nature toyed with us the Roll Call of Honor, John Rooney and Leonard White |n-
periodically. However the weatherman did cooperate and s@ted carnations into the evergreen wreath that was hand
one drop of rain fell on usA little sun, a few clouds all in  fashioned by the florist himself from evergreen trees in h|s
all a good day. very own backyardThe wreath was presented by membgrs
of the LCS 128, Ed Desmond, past Skipper and Don Hayv-

We arrived with plenty of time to make our way from the )
_The bell was rung for each name read by past Skipper,

buses to the deck of the ship, where the USS New Jerse)}< ) _ )
il Nadeau.Executive Officer Bob Augustad remembereg

sonnel had everything set up for usot long after we found h _ i h 4 with fond
our seats, the Color Guard arrivebhey were the Naval Junt— e service of those whose names were read with fondngss

ior ROTC Unit from Owen J. Roberts High School in Bucl{"—md gratitude in his addresBollowing Taps, offered by the
town, PA. They were punctual, precise and pristitinder band, the traditional singing of the Navy Hymn was led by

the command of Captain Marc Stanley, they made us all ,%%?“ Rooney.The colors were then retired and the ceremnfony
assured that the future of the U.S. Navy is in good concluded.We then made our way aft to a teatvered areg

hands.Moments later a Lnember contingent of the on the fantail where our luncheon awaited lisvas here at

Shawnee High School Marching Band from Medford, NJ the Juncheon thgt Secretary Lehman spoke tAsshis fa-
arrived. | had requested a few horns and we got 4 trumpe&g?r was the Skipper of the LCS 18, his knowledge of the

3 saxophones, a clarinet, 2 baritones, a tuba and asnare® ¢ ¢ 0 Mp i sh me.n ts of quretary_ CiS0s
drum. S o her e dargtotpall seated with our Lehman then turned the microphone over to his brother

backs to the bow of the ship, facing those massivied!6 Chris, CEO of Commonwealth ConsultinGhris worked

guns; the band members all standing in an arc under the Eﬁﬂg in glove V_V'th Bil Masorl to help bring the LCS 102
facing us: the color guard to the left of the baAd.of a ack to the United State€hris told the story of Ray WeQ—
sudden therebs a bell o adedrfglé if‘rpod éWeageé%eglaiﬁgrgellﬁ%wWem)n
loud speakerfi At t e nt i ioSecresary ofdhe Naky this issue.Friday evening we were on our own.

now b o aYed asppmiged, former Secretary of theSaturday morning was the Annual Membership Meeting,
Navy under President Reagan, John F. Lehman and his pahigre the following elections to the Executive Committeg
were boarding. Accompanying the Secretary were his were confirmed:Skipper for 20022010: Bob Augustad,
brother, Chris Lehman and his wife, Maureen, along with #50; Executive Officer:John Hughes, #100; Secretaiyen-
their sister and her husband and their brother and his wifenis Steenbergen, #49 and Treasuf@lin Hammer,

from Colorado.Wow! What an entourageThe Lehmans ~ #15. The remaining board members all agreed to stay or in
had been invited last spring and had accepted, turning outheir positions.Secretary Dennis Steenbergen submitted is
ceremony into an auspicious occasiditne one unfortunate report and Olin Hammer, Treasurer, submitted his Treast
and unavoidable aspect of this entire day was the suddenilk e r 6s reportlLo@atsioons ft vl sn
ness of our beloved Chaplain, Walt Longhuistd m n o unioA Wefe@lso solicited and discussed, along with recom-
which made him feel worse, the nasty bug he had acquirei@tidations from Ray Casey of Military Reunion Plan-
the fact that he could not attend or conduct the memorial ae¥s. Th e t o pg edt tiievrostoe wer e Stf. |
vice. Naturally his well being was more important and Ex-Chicago and Buffalo/Niagara Falls.




It was the consensus of the members of the Board that ivitbethe ceremonies and festivities pretty much over fof the

4 locations would be put to the general membership atethee ni ng, we al | gave and |[r e

Banquet on Saturday evening, due to the sparse attendagearaand retired to our rooms to start packiddthough at

the Membership Meeting. tendance was down significantly from last year, this wag one
of best ones in my short tenure of being involvthybe it

Following the Membership Meeting, the tour of the City lifd something to do with the fact that it was only a few miles

Philadelphia got underway with each bus having a guiddram home.

tired in Betsy Ross garbRain had originally been in the

forecast, but never materializedt turned out to be ratheAs | write this, the leftover Halloween candy is almost gone

warm and most pleasanthe City Tour is always an educand we are looking forward to ThanksgivingVith the naf

tion, to say the | east, amidon s seco Mamy cilno ssei cakn db apye, r

buildings and icons of our beginnings always instills pradbethe wonderful people | have met in this Associatidy

and appreciation in our heartsvery much like the feelinggrandmother used to say that any day you put both feet on

we Americans have for our veterans, past and pregem: the floor first thing in the morning is a good dalappy

ryone returned to the hotel to get ready for the photographerl i days t o al | and weol | S €

and the Farewell Banquet. area next year.

The hotel had given us the entire restaurant for our banguginay Rooney, Reunion Coordinator

bit out of the ordinary, but nevertheless workalusic

was provided by Joe Benedict & CompatBill Mason in-

Sta”ed the OfficerS and board membel’s fOI’ neXt yskrp_ kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

per- Bob Augustad, #50, Executive Officedohn Hughes,

#100, SecretaryDennis Steenbergen, #49 and Treasurer

Olin Hammer, #15.Directors at large remaining on the

board are Regina Wage, #38, Gil Nadeau, #45 and John Proud to be an LCSer

Rooney, #82.Newly installed Skipper Bob Augustad caIIedAn unknown member at the reunion Shows his'prjdg for

for a show of har.1ds for prefer %é}\ﬁnﬁénaBBéSL@:g(f)t(?;)¥!!ea 0s$ r

locale. Get out your umbrellas and slickers folks, because

wedbre going for a ride on the Maid of the Mist at Ni a

Falls, with the hotel in Buffalo. There will also be a tour into
Canada, so make sure your passports are up to Hage.
grand prize for the raffle this year was another quilt hand
fashioned with love again by Carma OlsdParma and her
guy, Mike Szabo, LCS #91, were unable to make the reunio
this year, but she sent the quilt anyw&efore | continue,
please allow me to convey some sad neMigke Szabo

passed away on Novembé¥f.2But Carma would still like to i MICHIGAN. . &
continue the quilt traditionWhat a sweethearfThe winner

of the quilt this year was Claire Hughes, whose husband is
our new Executive OfficerThey both wanted to continue
what Mike Szabo started last year by having the quilt auc-
tionedoff The wi nner of the quil 1070272009
ter, Tammy. Some of the dining tables were then moved and
the dancers took center stage, i.e. Geoff and Mollie
Burroughs.Watching them is like watching a real floor

show!

GRAND CARAVANn




replaced with a new flag by the Captain in preparation

for angering Tokyo Bay. An enterprising sailor inscribed
the original fl ag wi t-bfcdlhle s
and then stowed it away for safekeeping for 62 years.

After the framing and preservation, Chris had a hehy
shipping crate built so that it could be shipped to Mare Isf
land. The flag was officially presented to Bill Mason by
ChrisLehmani n early October at| tl
mony aboard the battleship USEBw Jersey

Atlas Van Lines and Shannon Transportation volunteeredl to
take the precious flag and transport it crosantry and de-

liver it to the LCS 102 in California, where the flag will be
OLD GLORY RETURNS TO THE 102 prominently displayed abofar c

After the battle of Okinawa was over, Richard L. Jones, tiRRESS RELEASE:V et er ands Day
skipper of the USS LCS (L) (3) 102, ordered that a new flgtlas Van Lines and its agent Shannon

replace the tattered flag that had gone through the battle Gliransport deliver historic World War ||
the previous monthsThe young sailor, Ray Weddell, as-

signed to the task was ordered to hoist up the new flag arﬂiag
dispose of the old flag using proper flag etiquettestead,
somehow the flag made its way into his sea bag, where it was
stowed away for more than 60 years until just a few months
ago when it was finally retrieved.

While attending the transfer ceremony of the 102 from the
Royal Thai Navy to the National Association of USS LCS

(L) 1-130 on November 10, 2007 at the former Mare Island
Navy Shipyard, in Vallejo, California, Ray Waddell gave the
flag to Chris Lehman for preservation, framing, etc. and
wanted it to be given to the Association and displayed on the
102 at Mare Island.

Chris had the Navy Museum in Washington, D.C. and the EVANSVILLE, Ind.8 On November 9, just in time for
Smithsonian Institute recommend the right person forthe Vet erands Day, Atl as Van| Li
preservation and proper display of the flathe flag has with the support of the Atlas corporate fleet, returned alhis-
been specially preserved by a person who is a certified toric World War I flag to its rightful place aboard its origi-
itextiles preservationi st o Nashig thelaspremainingd anding erafisSuIPertilED) n i
seums in Washington, D.Gt has been treated/preserved anghip in the world. New Jersdyased Shannon Transport,

the framing materials are of the right kind for preservation. al ong wi t h Atl asd corporate
and safely deliver the flag cressuntry to the former U.S|

Navy ship, the.CS 102now permanently anchored in
California.

Bill Mason, LCS 86 along with Gil Nadeau, LCS 45

A brass that accompanies the flag reads as follows:

National Ensign flown by LCS (L) 102
TheLCS 102and its flag have a colorful history. Th€S

During the Okinawa Campaign 102was one of 88 LCS ships that participated in the Oki-
nawa campaign. These ships were much smaller than pat-
tleships or destroyers, but their small size allowed then|1 to

After the Battle of Okinawa, this flag was ordered to be
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to get close to the beaches and fend off enemy forces takuige to its customers on a global level. In addition, Shanr
aim at troops going ashore. Transport's fleet has over 50 units of varying sizes, funct

and capacities, as well as immediate access to more thah

After the battle at Okinawa, the captain of L@&S 102or- . . d
dered a new flag to replace the flag that had become tatte4rt35(? 0 of the bestquipped Atlas tractors, trailers and vans

and discolored during the battle. He assigned a young safl3f Pusiness.
to hoist the new flag and dispose of the old flag using proper
flag etiquette. Instead, the sailor inscribed the original flag .:;ym:;:r
with the shi p-6fgallandthdnistened itdnn d | e B
his sea bag. More than 60 years after being stowed away, the e o
battlestained flag resurfaced. The flag received special treat-
ment by Smithsonian Institution preservation experts and was
presented to a group of World War Il LCS sailors in October
at a ceremony aboard tBattleship New Jersey.

fin the spirit of the Atlas tradition of supporting the military,
both past and present, it was an honor for us to secure trans-

portation for this irreplacegore—precocec—or—mTr——=toO0ry,
Sipera, Shannon Transport CEO and a sefisabled vet- John BuBois, driver for Atlas and Bill Mason
eran who served in the United States Marine Corps.

veteran myself, it was especially important to me that our

on
ons

n

n A

ing the veterars especially the brave sailors who served port of the USS LCS(L)(3) 102 flag and the foresight Ré
aboardthe CS 102 n Wor I d War | 1 . 0 Weddell had in keeping this relic all those years.

Following the War, the U.S. Navy loaned th€S 102o the
Royal Navy of Thailand for more than 41 years. After a 12
year effort by World War Il veterans and Congress, the ship When We Were Young !
finally came home to the United States on Veterans Day
2007. TheLCS 102s now a floating museum at the former
Mare Island Naval Shipyard in Vallejo, Calif.

AnAtl as Van Lines and our aggnts have | ong suppofrte
ans as wel |l as active memberls of the service, o0 ai
Dunkerson, chairman and CEO of Atlas World Group.

AReturning this historic icdqn to its rightful hfome
way for us to honor those wHo have served. 0

Christopher Lehman, whose father served as Commanding
Officer of another LCSLCS 18)that participated in the Oki-
nawa operations, presented the flag to the LCS Association at -

the ceremony aboard tBattleship New Jerseyie said, Stanley A. Kubit, Jr. EM 2/c USS LCS (L)(3) 69
AThere are only a few hundr ed Brsalkgrs\Ciutydn WaikikiBeazh B9asi | o0 r 3
but theLCS 103 now complete with its original battle

flagd will serve as a lasting memorial to the brave service of ~ Submitted by proud daughter Sharon Liberto
more than 10,000 U.S. sailors who served aboard Landing

Craft Support Ships. o

*rx6% Still looking for more early day pictures of when you
About Shannon Transport Inc.

Shannon Transport, Inc. has been an interstate agent of Atlas To: Regina Wage, Editor
Van Lines for more than 20 years and provides flawless ser-
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