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Shipmates and Friends, 

  

     Iôm honored to serve as your Skipper for the coming year, and will do all I can 

to advance our interests and preserve the extraordinary warm feeling our mem-

bers, as they do at each reunion, have shown for each other this past October in 

Charleston. Itôs always great to be part of it, and to savor the good memories. 

       Past-Skipper Gil Nadeau and I were reminiscing about the early days of the 

LCS Association. Shorty, like Dean Acheson, was present at the creation, in Lib-

ertyville, Illinois in 1987. Most LCSers were in their sixties then -  old guys. (Oh, 

to be sixty again!). It was wonderful to see shipmates after forty years, and mingle 

with a thousand members at early reunions.  The thinking then, believe it or not, 

was that we might keep things going for six or seven years.   

     The early nineties brought family and relatives into our ranks and strengthened 

our finances, and a Board of Directors developed with talent and energy and vi-

sion. So here we are coming up for 25 years, our Silver Anniversary, and shaping 

course for a 2012 reunion in Nashville, Tennessee. Who would have guessed a run 

like that? 

      With changes to our Board at the reunionôs membership meeting, we welcome 

new Treasurer Bob Wage, an accountant and Air Force veteran; retiring Treasurer 

Olin Hammer as Executive Officer; and Ginny Rooney as Board Member at 

Large. 

        Looking to the future, our Board is now drafting bylaws for us to evolve into 

a permanent open-membership charity called THE LANDING CRAFT SUPPORT 

MUSEUM, perpetuating the memory and records of our service, and the mainte-

nance and display of our sharp old flagship, LCS 102. We expect to keep  going 

for many more anniversaries. 

      My best wishes to all of you, shipmates and families, for a good winter season. 

 

                John Rooney, Skipper 
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CHARLESTON  

 The Charleston is a dance named for the harbor city of 

Charleston, South Carolina. The rhythm was popularized in main-

stream dance music in the United States by a 1923 tune called "The 

Charleston" by composer/pianist James P. Johnson which origi-

nated in the Broadway show Runnin' Wild and became one of the 

most popular hits of the decade.  

                                                                               Source: Wikipedia 

 So, who had time to dance?  From the beginning of the 

Welcome Dinner to the winner of the quilt on Saturday night, it was 

go, go, go.  And did we ever.  By boat, by horse-drawn carriage and 

of course, by tour bus. 

               Our first glimpse of the brand new hotel (opened in De-

cember, 2010) was everything I was told.  Open atrium, lobby bar, 

modern trendy rooms and service with a smile, as they say.   

                After keeping the marathon 4-hour board meeting on 

track, Skipper John Hughes opened the Welcome Dinner with sin-

cere, heart-felt words.  I wonôt touch on the board meeting here ï 

leaving that for the secretaryôs report elsewhere in this issue. 

Thursday morning dawned much cooler than we had expected for 

the south, but we managed.  Our tour buses took us down to the 

dock where we boarded the ferry out to Fort Sumter, the site of the 

beginning of the Civil War.  I even saw some people walking 

around the Fort with the quizzes that had been handed out the night 

before.  Answer sheets were to be turned in by 6 pm Friday eve-

ning, with the prize being a free night at the hotel.  More on this 

later. 

                A brief return to the hotel saw a sumptuous hot buffet 

lunch waiting for us in the restaurant.  I think I took a head-first 

dive into the sweet potatoes.  Yummy.  With barely enough time to 

throw lunch down our throats and freshen up, we again boarded the 

buses for downtown Charleston for a horse-drawn carriage ride 

through this history-packed city.  Climbing the ladder to get into the 

carriage proved to be quite a challenge for some of us.  But we all 

did it ï some with a little more assistance than the rest of us.  The 

carriage I was on had Tim for a driver and Jake was the horse.  We 

had barely gone half a block before Tim told us that the horses were 

Percherons, the 2nd largest of all breeds ï even larger than Clydes-

dales.  Jake was a sleek, shiny, muscular, black steed that seemed to 

have no difficulty in pulling a carriage with 16 people aboard.  We 

wound our way through the history-laden streets, seeing colonial 

churches and antebellum mansions that are now shaded from the 

warm afternoon sun by 300 year-old trees that almost seem to have 

been decorated by hand by the southern moss on just about every 

other branch.   

We ended our carriage tour at the barn where the horses & carriages 

are kept.  As we climbed down from our carriage, others were arriv-

ing and their horses being unhitched and watered, both inside and 

out.  We were asked if we wanted to pet Jake after he had a large 

drink and, of course, most of us did.  Although very large and im-

posing, Jake had a gentle countenance and seemed to enjoy the hu-

man contact as did all the horses. 

               We had a couple of hours to kill before our group dinner at 

AW Shucks restaurant.  So, as the saying goes, when the going gets 

tough, the tough go shopping.  Market Street is a paradise for local 

wares and goodies and souvenirs.  But we had to be judicious in our 

purchases, as some of us had to accommodate them on a return 

flight home.  Those of us who drove didnôt have quite the same 

dilemma.  

                 

          But strolling through the streets lined with crumbling and 

uneven sidewalks proved to be a little difficult for some of us.  So 

in order to reward ourselves for our efforts, John, Gil Nadeau and I 

found ourselves a little ñwatering holeò to quench our parched and  

scratchy throats.  Not long after that, Bonnie & Denny Steenbergen 

saw us inside and joined us.  Maybe 15 minutes later, it was evident 

that the parched and scratchy throat epidemic was spreading and 

John & Janie Wisner caved in.   

           Thatôs one of the wonderful by-products of this Association.  

Here we were in a local pub in Charleston, SC ï 7 good friends who 

live from coast to coast, from suburban Philadelphia to the Denver 

area all the way out to the San Diego area ï enjoying each otherôs 

company like we live around the corner from one another.    

             With the parched throat epidemic having subsided, we 

made our way to the restaurant where we did our best to remember 

what we had selected 2 months prior.  AW Shucks apparently is a 

Charleston tradition.  The food, in my opinion, was okay.  Not 5-

star Michelin guide-worthy, but as long as weôre together enjoying 

each otherôs company, peanut butter and jelly sandwiches would 

have sufficed. 

             Whew!  All that walking, drinking and eating certainly 

made for a good nightôs sleep, which was most welcome.  Friday 

dawned not quite as cool but our 2nd crystal clear, screaming sun-

shine day in a row.  This is our Memorial Service day.  This yearôs 

service took place on the hangar deck of the USS Yorktown, perma-

nently docked at Patriotôs Point, about a 30 minute bus ride from 

our hotel.  She sits at the end of a very long dock ï quite a hike for 

some of us.  But the docents at the Yorktown were prepared with 

golf carts for those of us who needed a lift.  They werenôt there just 

for us; theyôre there all the time.   

            The service began with words of welcome from Skipper 

John Hughes.  Members of the Navy Junior ROTC class at Sum-

merville High School presented the colors.  The National Anthem 

was performed by band members also from Summerville High 

School, 45 in all.   

              Personally, I have never heard a more stirring presentation 

of The Star Spangled Banner in my life.  Is it any wonder this band 

consistently places in the top 5 of their state championships every 

year?   

              Next on the program was the presentation of our loyal and 

lovely widows, whose love and dedication to their husbandsô 

memories as well as to the Association is something towards which 

we all can strive.    

               Mary Vieiraôs husband, Edward, served on the LCS 59; 

Myrna Katzôs husband, Larry, served on the LCS 61; Carolyn 

Scromôs husband, Bill, also served on the LCS 61; Shirley Buffaôs 

husband, Bill, served on the LCS 70; Charlotte Williamsô husband, 

Wilton, served on the LCS 104; and Wilma Loweôs husband, 

George served on the LCS 124.  

               Chaplain Walt Longhurst always comes through with 

thought-provoking and stirring words in his address. 

 

The Memorial Wreath and carnations were expertly presented by 

Paul Kurzinsky, Dean Bell and former Skippers Bob Augustad and 

Ed Desmond.  Secretary Denny Steenbergen read the names of 

those members weôd lost since last year or whose passing was made 

known to us since then.  Gil Nadeau ceremoniously rang the York-

townôs official bell after each name.  ñTapsò was then flawlessly 

played by the assistant band director.  The Navy Hymn was then led 

by Executive Officer, John Rooney who, over the past few years 
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has become our resident ñVocalist-in-Chief.ò   

         Skipper Hughes then called for the retiring of the colors, with 

Chaplain Longhurst offering the Benediction. 

         We were then directed below for chow.  Thatôs ñdownstairs 

for lunchò to the civilians in the group!  We were joined by the 

band and the colorguard ï both fine groups of young people.   

           We were then free to tour the ship.  There was a flight simu-

lator on the hangar deck where some of the more brave (and young) 

among us dared to enter.  Very exciting.  Some of us ventured up to 

the flight deck, always impressive.  There was the Medal of Honor 

Museum, with every Medal winnerôs name engraved on the wall 

outside the museum.  How many of us actually saw Richard 

McCoolôs name on the wall?  He was the captain of the LCS 122.  

Sort of makes you proud, doesnôt it? 

            And of course, there was the gift shop.  óNuff said. 

           Our tour buses took us back to the hotel in shifts, as not eve-

ryone was ready to leave at the same time.   

         Mercifully, we had Friday evening free.  Most of us got a 

much-deserved long nightôs rest. 

          Saturday morning was the General Membership Meeting.  

Members of the Board of Directors have a brief synopsis of their 

reports that they presented at Wednesdayôs Board Meeting.  The 

election of Board Members and a discussion of next yearôs reunion 

location are usually the highlights of the Membership Meeting.  

Without stealing too much of Secretary Steenbergenôs news from 

the minutes of the meeting, I will tell you that the following officers 

were elected: 

 

  Skipper:  John Rooney 

  Executive Officer:    Olin Hammer 

  Secretary:  Denny Steenbergen 

  Treasurer:  Bob Wage 

 

 It was agreed that 4 cities would be presented at the ban-

quet for a hand-vote:  Indianapolis, IN; Lake County (Chicago area) 

IL; Nashville, TN; and Orlando, FL. 

             And the voting wasnôt even close.  You could call it a land-

slide.  Looks like weôre going to Nashville.  And trust me ï you 

donôt have to be a fan of country music to enjoy Nashville. 

            As for the raffle?  Well, we came home with well over 1 

monthôs dock rent for the LCS 102.  The raffle prizes and winners 

were:  a copy of Geoffrey Burroughôs book, Destiny Answers won 

by Tom Crompton; $50 Home Depot gift card donated by the Wage 

family won by Kate Micklow; a custom-made, beaded bracelet do-

nated by Carol Hammer won by Jim Mallin; a $50 Kohlôs gift card 

won by Belinda Bowers; a $50 gift card won by Jerry Howell; an-

other copy of Destiny Answers won by Ed Desmond; a $50 gift 

card to Loweôs won by Judy Williamson; a $100 VISA gift card 

won by Forrest Eaton.  The quilt was won by G. David Watson who 

generously donated it back for auction.  It was a real dog-eat-dog, 

back-and-forth auction between Roy McClellan and Bill Mason 

with Bill Mason winning out for the bid of $505!!!!! 

             And the Ft. Sumter quiz winner?  Of the 20 or so quizzes 

turned in, 15 had all the answers correct.  Gail Migliorini won the 1 

free night at the hotel. 

             Oh, how I hated to leave this reunion.  I had such a good 

time.  Charleston is a beautiful city steeped in history and charm.  

So many people had so many nice things to say about this reunion, 

which, in all honesty, would not have been so effortless without the 

energy and assistance of Bonnie Steenbergen. 

 

 We hope everyone made it home safely and that youôre all 

looking forward to Nashville next year ï Thursday through Sunday, 

September 27-30, 2012. 

 

       

 Ginny Rooney, 

         Reunion Coordinator 
 

 

******************************************************  

 

 

A WORD FROM OUR FORMER SKIPPER !  

 

 

It is hard for me to believe a full year has past since I was elected 

Skipper at our 2010 Reunion in Buffalo.  Now just when I was get-

ting used to being Skipper my term of office is over and we have a 

new Skipper, John Rooney.  

How proud and privileged I felt being Skipper.  How much I en-

joyed working closely with the officers and directors of our LCS(L) 

Association.  Being just a member for almost 20 years I always 

knew the work that had to be done to keep an association like ours 

functioning well, but when you are an important part of that team, 

you appreciate their work that much more.  

Now that we original shipmates are getting older how fortunate we 

are to have sons and daughters of our shipmates wanting to continue 

as a loving tribute to their fathers.  

Just the other day I realized that this December 7th will be the 70th 

anniversary of the attack on Pearl Harbor.  I was just sixteen years 

old and had never really heard of Pearl Harbor before.  I graduated 

from High School a year and a half later and joined the Navy.  

Boot camp at Sampson, New York, lucky to go to Quartermaster 

Service School at Newport, Rhode Island, Gulfport Mississippi and 

finally Little Creek, Virginia.  After spending several months on a 

patrol boat on Chesapeake Bay, I realized I was missing the war and 

asked to be assigned to the Amphibious Crews that were being as-

sembled to man our LCS(L) gunboats. 

 How fortunate I was to have joined the crew of the 100.  Great 

Captain, good Officers, good Shipmates, especially the First Class 

Quartermaster and Signalman who taught me first how to handle 

my duties aboard ship. 

The only battle the 100 was engaged in like many of our sister ships 

was at Okinawa.  We did well every task that was assigned to 

us.  On the picket line the Japs must have feared us because when 

we were on picket duty four and five days at a time our area was 

quiet.  When we were relieved all hell broke loose.  

I was fortunate to survive the war without any injury, and to have 

great memories of my Navy service.  I am also so fortunate to have 

met and known so many members of our association and their fami-

lies through these past years. 

Hope all of us will still be together for our 2012 Reunion in Nash-

ville. Have a Merry, healthy Christmas and a very Happy New 

Year. 

With great pride in our association,  

                                            John Hughes, # 100 
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FROM THE SECRETARY 

11/30/11  

 

Farewell shipmates, rest in peace 
Joseph Jacob, LCS 58 

George A. Harris, LCS 114 

Randall M. Lathrop, LCS 118 

James R. Wilson, LCS 124 

 

Farewell Associate Members, gone but not forgotten 

 
Ruth H. Tann, wife of deceased member 

Richard M. Tann, LCS 82  

Betty Drennan, wife of deceased member 

 Clyde E. Drennan, LCS 95 

 

Welcome aboard New LCS Members 
Dr. James G. Hopkins, , LCS 42 

                                                     

                                                    Welcome aboard new Associate Members 
 

Wilford (Bill) Staley, Nephew of Arthur T. Crompton,,  LCS 43 

Layton M. Nolen, Son of Marvin Nolen, , LCS 47 

Myra N. Adams, Daughter of Marvin Nolen,  LCS 47 

Alice (Sue) Bussell, widow of Bill Bussell,  LCS 58  

Sharon L. Liberto, Daughter of Stanley A. Kubit Jr.,LCS 69 

Patricia A. Stanton, Daughter of Stanley A. Kubit Jr.,  LCS 69 

Geri Muldoon, Widow of Felix J. Muldoon,  LCS 86 

Robert L. Ashcom, Son of Robert C. Ashcom,  LCS 87 & LCFF 3674 

Connie E. Hampton, Wife of James L. Hampton,  LCS 110 

Mark J. Rubino, Son of Robert E. Rubino,  LCS112 

Leslie Anne Young, Daughter of Arthur t. Reeves,  LCS 114 

Samuel J. Bryan Jr., Son of Samuel J. Bryan Sr.,  LCS 124 

Christopher A. Pozark, Son in law of Ed Desmond,  LCS 128 
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Update on the Mighty Midget 

by Bill Mason 
  

 

 

Progress is proceeding on the renovation and restoration of the 

former USS LCS (L) (3) 102 moored at the former Mare Island 

Naval Shipyard in Vallejo, California. 

The biggest project taking the most time and talent of the vol-

unteers is the restoration of the steering cable from the pilot house 

to after steering.  The deck under the pipes that houses the steering 

cable has, in many places, rusted out and needed new plates welded 

all along the port side from the gangway to the fantail.  The piping 

and steering cable have not been replaced yet. An  angle iron needs 

to be welded over the pipes to protect them from damage. 

The ventilation system has been completely restored except for 

a rewound fan motor to be installed.  It was working but the electri-

cians believed it best to have the motor rewound because it was not 

operating efficiently.  Wow!  I didnôt know the fans were so noisy.  

However, they sure do send a lot of air through the system. 

All the decks have been chipped to the bare metal and  red ox-

ide paint placed on all the decks. Deck gray has been painted on the 

platform deck and half of the main deck.  Then, the rain season 

came and we were not able to get the deck aft of the deckhouse 

painted with deck gray paint.   

All the topside bulkheads have been painted with gray paint.   

The port side of the hull has been either chipped or sanded and 

then painted.  Again, the rain came.  We will be finishing the star-

board side as soon as the rain and cold weather stops. 

The inoperable air conditioning ducts were removed. 

The diesel engine that runs the winch has been repaired and 

made operative.  Also, the winch is working now too.  We placed  

the anchor on the deck and then chipped, sanded, and painted it. 

Labeling all the compartments is underway.   

The doors leading to the forward bunk room, commanding offi-

cerôs quarters, junior officerôs quarters, galley, and radio room have 

been sanded, repainted, and restored with locks. 

All the bilges have been cleaned and all excess diesel and water 

have been removed. All the water piping has been inspected and 

found to be in good condition.  We have ordered a new motor and 

water pump as well as a water tank and necessary electrical equip-

ment. We will then be able to use shipboard water.  We have been 

using water from the dock. 

 When we get the water system working and the steering cable 

installed and operating, we will then move to the engine room and 

get the ship ready to operate.  One of the engines is operating al-

ready.  We need to get some cabling and batteries to check whether 

or not the other engines will operate.  There is every reason to be-

lieve that it will be operable.  We know that one of the generators 

work, but, again, we havenôt tested the other one yet.  We know we 

will need to do some repair work on it. 

Did I mention that the galley is useable now?  We purchased a 

four burner gas stove with an oven and acquired a three-foot electri-

cal grill from the reserve fleet. 

It appears that we will need to go into a dry dock to repair the 

sea chests and check the drive shafts and screws.  While in dry 

dock, we intend to do ña shave and haircutò job on the hull.  I just 

learned that this means a sandblast job and a paint job. No plate 

welding. 

 

 

 

 

 

We have had several  LCSers  visit the ship.  It is always a 

pleasure to show them the ship. 

Please come by and let us show all of you the ship.  You will 

be pleased with what you see 

 

***********************************************.  

 

WORK IN  PROGRESS 
By Bill Mason  

 
We volunteers are frequently asked when we will complete the 

renovation and retrofitting of the LCS 102.  Well, it will never be 

done.  There are always new needs arising to improve the function 

and appearance of the vessel.   

At the present time, our two big projects are almost completed 

ï a water and a steering system.  As you read this article, the fresh 

water system will be operative on the ship.   With the installation of 

new water pipes and pump, we will be able to use water from water 

aboard the ship.  This will make it possible to wash our hands, take 

showers, and wash down the decks of the ship among other uses.  

Our water has been supplied by our volunteers bringing jugs of wa-

ter from their homes.   

It was discovered when it rained that we had some leaks on the 

deck, particularly under the pipes holding the after steering cables.  

Area under these pipes are inaccessible.  So, the accumulation of 

rust caused the deck plates under these pipes to become deterio-

rated.  Our solution was to remove the angle iron protecting the 

pipes, remove the pipes and steering cable, and weld new deck 

plates along the port side and reinstall the angle iron and pipes..  

Equipment in the after steering compartment needed repairing as 

well.  Progress is proceeding and the project should be completed in 

the next two to three weeks. 

Maintenance is always a work in progress.  The  sides of the 

ship have been chipped and sanded.  Rust preventative has been 

applied as well red oxide undercoat paint and two coats of haze 

gray paint.  All this has occurred during the last month.   

It is amazing how much dirt can accumulate on a ship.  Our sea 

scout volunteers have been great housekeepers. Thanks for their 

assistance in keeping the deck and compartments clean. 

Attention will be turned in the coming weeks, and hopefully 

not months, to the generating and main engine compartments.  

When the ship was transferred to our Association from the Royal 

Thai Navy, the stipulation from the U. S. State Department was that 

the ship was to be demilitarized.  Included in this requirement was 

the cutting of electrical cables in the electric generator and main 

propulsion engine rooms.  These cables have now been replaced, 

but valves, pumps, and sea chests will need additional attention. 

Now do have a better understanding that owning a ship is al-

ways a ñwork in progress?ò 
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LANDING CRAFT SUPPORT  
MUSEUM 
By Bill Mason  

 
 

The Landing Craft Museum, a 501 (c) (3) non-profit corpora-

tion, has been legally established in California.  Appreciation is 

expressed, again, to Chris Lehman for his work and financial sup-

port in establishing the new organization.    

The purpose of the new organization is: (1) to manage the op-

eration and maintenance of the former USS LCS (L) (3) 102/HTMS 

NAKHA as a mobile museum, (2) to preserve and perpetuate the 

memory of those officers and men who served so valiantly aboard 

one of the USS LCS (L) ships and their flagships of the United 

States Navy, which are informally known as ñThe Mighty Midgets:, 

and the H.T.M.S. NAKHA of the Royal Thai Navy, especially those 

officers and men who gave their lives in the service of their country, 

(3) to acquire, preserve, and present the records, relics, and memen-

tos of the Landing Craft Support vessels, (4) to inform the public of 

the World War II accomplishments of the Landing Craft Support 

ships during operations at Iwo Jima, Okinawa, Philippines, Borneo, 

China, and the Occupation of Japan, and (6) to provide cruises open 

to the public around the San Francisco Bay Area. 

Ownership of the former USS LCS (L) (3) 102 remains with 

the National Association of USS LCS (L) 1-130.  At such time as 

the Associationôs Board of Directors deems it appropriate, the intent 

is to transfer the ownership of the former LCS 102 to the new Land-

ing Craft Support Museum. 

Incorporation legal documents state that William J. Mason is 

the president, Dennis Steenbergen is the secretary, and Olin Ham-

mer is the treasurer.  

A major difference between our present Association and the 

new Landing Craft Support Museum is that the Museum will now 

be a membership organization open not only to LCSers, their de-

scendants, and honorary members but also friends of the museum 

and business organizations.  Voting privilege is open only to 

LCSers, their descendants, and honorary members.   

A 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization allows matching funds 

from businesses.  For instance, if you work for a company that 

matches donations,  your donation of $5,000 would be matched by 

your company for a total of $10,000. 

Oh!  I forgot to mention that you can now be a member of  the 

Museum as well as the Association.  More information  about be-

coming a member of the Museum will be forthcoming.  

The Museum will need your financial  support to sustain its 

operation.  Suggest the idea of membership to your friends. 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE FORMS FOR DONATIONS ARE INCLUDED 

IN EACH NEWSLETTER OR CONTACT DENNIS STEEN BER-

GEN @  

 

7345 W. Lakeside Drive 

Littleton, CO  80125 

303-470-1187 

dsteenbergen1165@gmail.com 

 
                          OKLAHOMA  

                        HONOR  FLIGHT  

                 Honoring Oklahoma Veterans 

                                                                      By 

                                                               Lester Clark 

 

 

 As a members of the American Navy in WW-2, Thomas Lester 

Clark and Bill Buxton were selected from the area of Sapulpa, 

Oklahoma  to be  members of the Honor Flight, from Oklahoma 

City  to visit  the World War- 2  Memorial in Washington, D.C. on 

October 12, 2011.  Also my daughter Patti Sue { Clark } Stobaugh 

was also selected to be our guardian for this event. 

Shortly after 4:00 p.m. we were given transportation to Rose State 

College Communications Center where we checked in, Patti at-

tended required training and light hors d` oeuvres were served to the 

Veterans in the lobby, while  we  relaxed  and visit with  other Vet-

erans. When Patti returned, we were ask to remove our driving li-

cense and place it on our chest in a pin on container. Also while 

there we are given a blue shirt and black cap to wear the next day 

       About  6:00 p.m. we were seated in the Communication Center 

auditorium for a special program  where all the veterans selected for 

this trip were introduced and honored.  Following the program we 

were furnished transportation back to the Hotel .  

At 4: 00 a.m. the Veterans and guardians began boarding charted 

buses in front of the Sheraton Hotel with many motor cycles, fire 

trucks, fireman, deputies, highway patrolmen and others waiting to 

escort us to the Will Rogers Airport. With their flashing lights on 

their vehicles in the dark of the night was very impressive 

       We departed about 4:30, escorted by the above mentioned vehi-

cles. Each intersection was stationed a fire-truck with the firemen 

standing at attention and vehicles on the highway pulling over to the 

side of the road in respect. We had this kind of attention all of the 

way to the Will  Rogers  Airport 

        After the Veterans step-down from the bus, they were asked if 

they need a wheel chair, forty two of them did need wheel-chairs.  

The remaining Veterans stepped out of the bus with no problem. 

We then entered the airport lobby with some acclamation from a 

few. Each one of our driver license was checked by airport security 

to see if it was on their list of WW-2 Veterans names that was to 

board the airplane. 

         After each and every one of the Veterans were accounted for, 

we began to board the chartered B-737-800 airplane with the Pilot 

shaking the hand of each Veteran as we board. When complete we 

were spoken to by an high ranking Army officer and wished us 

well.  The plane was then  backed out and while beginning down 

the runway, is sprayed upon both sides by fire-wagons in honor of  

the WW-2 Veterans aboard her. 

We left Oklahoma City at 7:00 a.m.  arrived at the Baltimore Inter-

national airport two and a hours later. 

After arriving at the Baltimore, Maryland International Airport,  we 

were  transferred to three charted buses. Lunch was provided during 

our  one and half  hour trip to Washington, D.C. After arriving in 

Washington, D.C. we are taken to the World War-2  Memorial.  
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     Veterans were unloaded.  My friend Bill Buxton, my daughter 

Patti and I visit at our own pace and took pictures.  A wreath was 

laid at the Oklahoma column. It was impressive and did bring back 

memories of my fallen shipmates for me.  After the World War-2  

Memorial  and back on the Bus, we took a rolling tour of other 

 memorials and D.C. sites as time permitted,  stopping at the Iwo 

Jima Memorial for awhile and taking pictures. We then conclude 

our time in Washington D.C. by a rolling tour thru Arlington Na-

tional Cemetery and viewing the changing of the guard at the Tomb 

of the Unknowns.  Which I shall never forget. 

      Due to the time, we again boarded the Bus and set sail for Balti-

more, Maryland where we again were showered with acclamation 

before boarding the same airplane again, and begin our trip back to  

Will Rogers  Air Port in Oklahoma City, Okla.  Before we departed 

from the plane we had more acclamation from various people. But 

nothing compared to the acclamation from the line of  people in the 

airport lobby.  We  returned by  Bus to the Hotel  where  Bill, Patti 

and I return back to Sapulpa in Patti` s car which she drove home 

that night where we arrived at  2:15 am. 

                                                                                                                                    

Lester Clark, #26 

******************************************************  

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR:   Check your local area for Honor 

flights to  Washington D.C.  Or go to : 

www.honorflight .org    

You may call for information at: 

1-937-521-2400 

******************************************************  

 

        A FEW OF THE COMMMUNIQUES SENT TO   

ALL LCS(L) SHIPS ON RADAR PATROLS     

 

 

These were found among my fathers letters .  He thought 

at the time when these were sent that it was propaganda 

to keep the menôs spirits up. June 1945 

 
From:  Commander in Chief U.S. Pacific Fleet  
Admiral Nimitz  
 
The Commander in Chief U.S. Pacific Fleet shares 
with the Navy the admiration expressed by vice Ad-
miral Turner for the valor and Gallantry of the reso-
lute ships on Radar Picket Duty who are contribut-
ing so magnificently to the success being achieved 
by current campaign.  Well done. 
 
From: C.T.F.51 ð Vice Admiral Turner  
 
This dispatch is for the purpose of giving special 
honor to the ships who are and have been on Ra-
dar Picket Duty.  Destroyers and L.C.S.ôs are all on 
this distant guard whose work is doing so much to 
help our troops make this operation a success.  We 

are very proud of the magnificent courage and ef-
fectiveness with which these vessels have dis-
charged their difficult and hazardous tasks. 
 
 

From: Commanding General of U.S. 10th Army 
Lieutenant General S.B. Buckner  
 
On behalf  of all members of the 10th Army I desire 
to express appreciation of the splendid services 
rendered by the crews of Radar Picket boats of 
task force 51, in contributing to the anti-aircraft pro-
tection of our forces at Okinawa.  Without their skill 
in warning us of approaching enemy aircraft our 
forces would have suffered heavily in life and 
equipment.  Although the bulk of enemy air attack 
was directed at them, resulting in their suffering se-
vere casualties, they performed their hazardous 
duties with cheerful efficiency and displayed a he-
roic degree of courage unsurpassed in this war.  
They are fully deserving of the highest commenda-
tion this nation can give them. 
 
From: Commander L.C.S. Group Nine  
 
The commander is proud of the ships of his com-
mand who have participated in this most vital and 
dangerous task, and extends to all hands who have 
been engaged in Radar Picket Duty his admiration 
and enthusiastic ñWell doneò. 
 
From:  Commander of L.C.S. Group Nine.  
 
The following message has been received from 
Commander of Task Force 52.  ñThe Commander 
is proud of the work his Mighty Midgets are doing.  
Keep up the good work. ñ The Commander of 
Group Nine is equally proud of his gang.  Their per-
formance is unsurpassed by that of any other unit 
in this area. 
 
My father quotes :  We showed those Marines we ARE 

hot stuff .  We also shown the ñ big boysò 

our little rust buckets can do the work and then some 

compare to their big cans.  We saw evil up close, so 

much destruction no human should see. 

ñMighty Midgetsò ???? Where the heck did that come 

from I ask !   
Submitted by Regina Wage #38 
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          When we were young sailors !! 

 

Stanley A. Kubit, Jr. #69 
Standing in front of the panel board in 

Auxiliary Generator Room 

 

LB Smith ,# 11 

Sasebo Bay Oct. 1945 

 

LB Smith, #11 

Waikiki Beach 

 

Sid Darion,R/T #11  

 

 

Some of the LCS crew from # 11 on liberty at 

Pescadore Island December 1945 

 

Ellis Hawkins, Jr. , RdM 3/c # 7 

With daughter Penny.  Mr. Hawkins 

was killed in action February 

16,1945 at Mariveles Bay.  Mr. 

Hawkins daughter is now a member 

of the association and attended her 

first reunion this year at Charleston, 

S.C. A wonderful tribute to her fa-

ther. 

 

L-R J.T. Lee , SF2/c , Gary Lee, CPL Army M/P, Thomas Lee, 

GM1/c #31:  Mr. T. Lee was able to receive shore leave in Hawaii to 

spend time with his two siblings  due to his compassionate skip-

per,  LTjg. Kenneth Machacek, Commanding Officer of the #31 


